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U.S. Transition — Forming the Next Government

Assistance from the Bush Administration

* The peaceful transfer of power from one president to the next is a hallmark of American
democracy.

» Outgoing administration officials work to ensure continuity with the incoming administration.

 Current government officials brief the president-elect's team on significant pending policy issues.
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Learn more about the transition team at
www.change.gov.
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A Smooth Military Transition

 Barack Obama will become
commander in chief of U.S.
forces in the first wartime
presidential transition in 40
years.

» Since the election, military and
intelligence officials have
provided President-elect Obama
the same briefings they provide
President Bush.

defense to help him address security issues.

» The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the highest-ranking military adviser
to the president, stays in place through the transition to ensure continuity.
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The Federal Government

The president appoints thousands of political officials in each
government agency to help enact the policies of the new
administration.

However, more than 2.6 million employees of the federal
government continue in the jobs they now hold, ensuring continuity
of government operations.
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"l do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will
faithfully execute the office of President of the
United States, and will to the best of my ability,
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of
the United States.”

- The Presidential Oath of Office
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The Obama Inauguration,
January 20, 2009

* The city of Washington expects 4 million spectators.

* President-elect Obama and President Bush will travel together
from the White House to the U.S. Capitol, where Obama takes
the oath of office on the Capitol steps at noon.

» The newly inaugurated president gives his first speech to the

nation, known as the Inaugural address. . &
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A New Presidency

On January 20, 2009, the real work begins for
the Obama presidency:

- Formally nominating Cabinet members;

» Working with Congress to enact legislation; and

* Forging America’s policies toward the rest of the world.
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